'Meet Lucien, a guy

| BY KRIS KETONEN
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Blue-collar philosopher Lu-
| eien is coming to Thunder Bay.
| Lucien Snowbird is the next
! production of the Magnus
| Theatre season, with writer-

star Marshall Button bringing
his character and his wide-
ranging thoughts to the stage
for a two-week run starting
tonight.

For example: “We couldn't
be ‘a part of day George
Bushwacker’s war because
our ‘elicopter was at day Cana-
dien Tire for a fixee,”

Button, who lives in New
Brunswick first wrote Lucien
~ who speaks in a unique Aca-
dian blend of French and Eng-
lish — for that province’s bi-
centennial in 1984 as a
two-minute monologue for a
dinner theatre. Lucien has tak-
en off since then, appearing in
three full-length plays as well
as CBC television perfor-
mances.

Lucien Snowbird just came
off an extended run at the Up-
per Canada Theatre near Ot-
tawa.

“Before [ got into show busi-
ness, I'worked in a paper mill,”

Button said. “I guess it's natur-
al when you're trying to make
itas an actor. you're trying to
act up, play the fool, even at
parties or social occasions,
the way you tell jokes.

“What I was doing, un-
beknownst to myself,  was
doing impersonations of
many of the guys I worked
with in the mill among fel-
low: theatre people,” he
said.

They'd ask about the
characters, wondering if
they were from a play or
something. Button told
them they’re just people he
worked with. i

But the response was
good enough that Butto
began taking notes ahou

developed and premiered at
Theatre  New  Brunswick,

which is the Pprovince's biggest

he did. This was back in| Bay's Magnus Theatre tonight.

the early 1980s, and th
two-minute debut of Lucien,
which started in Frederieton,
caught on and toured around
the rest of New Brunswick for
much of that year |
“This charaeter went from
two minutes to 20 minutes in
the show, just through imp}o—
visation,” Button said. “After
that; T had the idea of maﬁbe

1

English theatre company, in
986.

“Probably since then I don’t
know that I've gone more than
a month without doing it

somewhere, whether it's for a

conference . . . or theatre runs
like this, which I really enjoy.
1t’s something that I just keep
thinking well, OK, I'll do it this
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Marshall Button as Lucien in Lucien
the characters and jokes Snowhird. which opens at Thunder
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time and then we'll leave it
alone. But then the phone
rings and I get an interesting
offer.”

The second Lucien play,
Lucien’s Labour Lost, was
a tommission work for
Theatre New Brunswick,
Button said. It concerned
blue-collar mill workers
dealing with a shift to a
knowledge-based, = high-
tech, modernized work-
force. The third, Lucien
Snowbird, sees Lucien do-
ing a “test run” for retire-
ment by heading down to
Florida.

In the meantime, Lu-
cien shares his thoughts
on topics like Canada-U.S.
relations, love, sports and
aging,

Button believes the ap-
peal of Lucien is twofold:
first, he doesn't pull any
punches or worry about pesky
political correctness, and sec-
ond, Lucien the character is
somebody everybody has met.

“While you were going to
school and you had a summer
Jjob working in the woods, or
driving a truck or working at a
warehouse or something, he’s

you will identify witl

making a full show, so it was

probably someone that
spent eight, 10, 12 hours w
quite a bit,” Button sz
“That's the constant thin
keep hearing: ‘oh, he'sjust |
my brother-in-law;’ or the’s ji
like so-and-so I worked w
back in the late '60s.””

And, Button said, Lucien
funny and optimistic, desp
the setbacks in his own life.

He also enjoys the compa
of others, including the ima
nary character who shows |
in all three shows, evolvi
from a summer student in i
first play to a lawyer in the s
ond. In the third, the charact
has left the practice of lawa
is doing quite well in Toron
real estate,

Lucien meets the charact
while the latter is on his thi
honeymoon, Button said.

“I guess the biggest compl
ment people say is ‘oh, it
true. It's so true,” he said.
guess that's part of the goal,
try and tell it like it is, if yc
will.”

Lucien Snowbird runs fro)
Ocet. 28 to Nov. 13, For ticket
visit the Magnus Theatre ho
office at 10 S. Algoma St., ¢
call 807-345-5552.
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